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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
 

AGRELIANT GENETICS NAMES MARK HERRMANN PRESIDENT & CEO 
 
AgReliant Genetics is pleased to announce that Mark Herrmann will replace Craig Newman as its 
President & CEO beginning January 1, 2016. This transition comes after Newman’s announcement to 
step down at the first of the year after 37 years in the seed industry and an exceptional career with 
AgReliant Genetics. Since the company was formed in 2000, its corn unit volume has tripled making it 
the third largest corn seed company in North America.   
 
"Mark brings a broad knowledge of the seeds business and excellent personal skills that will help 
AgReliant to continue its growth, as well as build and foster strong relationships with farmers, employees 
and business partners," said Adrian Huige, Chairman of AgReliant's Members Committee. 
 
Since 2011, Herrmann has been based in Oxnard, California as North America Commercial Lead for 
Monsanto Vegetables, leading the Seminis and DeRuiter brands’ business. 
 
“I have greatly valued a career in the seed business that has offered numerous opportunities and 
responsibilities to understand and positively impact business processes and directly focused on increasing 
the success of farmers,” said Mark. “I have always found it very rewarding to work in an industry that is 
so directly connected to our customers.  I am excited to continue that effort as part of the AgReliant 
Genetics team.” 
 
Herrmann started his career in the seed business in 1984 as a District Sales Manager for DEKALB Pfizer 
Genetics and held roles of progressive responsibility in Sales, Sales Management, Marketing 
Management and as Director DEKALB Corn Business. In 1998 when Monsanto purchased DEKALB 
Genetics, Mark moved to St. Louis as Director US Seed and Bio Tech Traits and from 2006 to 2011 held 
roles of increasing responsibility as President - Corn States LLC, and then Director - US Tech 
Development. 
 
Mark has been actively involved with the America Seed Trade Association Board since 2010 and is 
currently the First Vice Chair.  
 
Kincannon & Reed, a leading executive search firm, focused on the food, agribusiness and biosciences 
sectors, assisted the AgReliant Genetics board in the recruitment of Herrmann. 
 

### 
 
About AgReliant Genetics, LLC 
Headquartered in Westfield, Ind., AgReliant Genetics is an innovative seed company committed to delivering high-
quality seed, providing exceptional service and creating consistent customer value. Created in 2000 as a joint 
venture between the international seed groups KWS and Limagrain, AgReliant Genetics is ranked as one of the 
largest field seed companies in North America. AgReliant Genetics markets corn, soybean and alfalfa seed through 
eight brands: AgriGold®, Eureka Seeds®, Great Lakes Hybrids®, Golden Acres® Genetics, LG Seeds®, PRIDE 
Seeds®, Producers Hybrids® and Wensman Seed®. The trademarks mentioned herein are registered trademarks of 
AgReliant Genetics, LLC or its affiliated entities. 
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